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Abstract

What was the Reversion of Okinawa to
Japan

Ryu SHIMABUKURO

The Okinawa problem is complex. In the context of today’s study, there are
many opportunities to focus on problems of U.S. military base, but that is an
oversimplification. The reversion was successful, but the base remained. In
order to understand this situation, we need to reconsider the reversion
movement itself. The reversion movement had three goals: national unification,
the establishment of democracy, and peace. Included in these was an important
question, still relevant today, about how to escape from a situation of legal
discrimination, which had not been fully discussed.

After all, the reversion hardly achieved that goal. Behind this is the fact that
the reversion movement has been redeveloped into a more moderate form due
to changes in the U.S. military’s strategy for governing Okinawa. This
framework of governance has continued to this day as part of the Okinawa
promotion and development system (Okinawa-Shinkou-Kaihatsu-Taisei). It can
be said that the failure of the reversion movement created what Okinawa is
today. There was a turning point in the reversion movement, from legal
equality to promotion and development. What should we consider of this
change? This paper attempts to consider this problem by bringing Hayek’s
theory.

By examining Hayek’s criticism of interest politics, I was able to show that
the phenomenon that legal discrimination has not been resolved and has been
preserved and that promotion and development has emerged instead are
inseparable phenomena. This clarifies that interest politics is not seen as an
exchange of benefits and disadvantages, but is itself a system that produces the
erosion of the rule of law. It is the system of interest politics centered on the
promotion system that makes it impossible to establish the rule of law in
Okinawa. It can be said that Okinawa’s return to Japan was made clear by
rethinking Hayek’s philosophy. Reversion is not a phenomenon of the past, but

rather an important starting point for a series of problems that have continued
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into today’s Okinawa politics.

How, then, should we draw up a new vision that does not involve Okinawa in
interest politics? By broadening the scope of the discussion from Hayek’s
theory of the rule of law to his theory of the spontaneous order, this paper
suggests a picture of Okinawa developing as a liberal society. What should be
done to break away from the Okinawa promotion system and establish the rule
of law? The questions that should have been asked upon his return are still

questions that should be asked.



